
 

Northville DDA Economic Development Committee  

Tuesday, July 21, 2020 – 8:00 am   

Via Zoom Meeting 
 

The meeting will be held via video conference in compliance with Executive Order 2020-
75, issued by Michigan Governor Whitmer, temporary authorization of remote 
participation in public meetings and hearings.  Members of the public body and members 
of the public participating electronically will be considered present at the meeting and may 
participate as if physically present at the meeting.   

The following is a link to attend the meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86895435052       
1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) Meeting ID: 868 9543 5052 

Log in Instructions, Meeting Rules and Tips are available on the City’s website at this 
link:  https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=11895963&pageId=135054
69#pc OR from the main Home page, click on the Government tab, then Agendas and 
Minutes, scroll to the Downtown Development Authority section of the webpage, and 
scroll down to the link for this meeting.  “Zoom Webinar User Guide for City of Northville 
Public” is also available on this website page.”  

Meeting Agenda  

1. Public Comment  

2.  150 – 156 N. Center Street – Presentation by Robert Miller (Attachment 2)  
  
3.  Social District Update (Attachment 3) 
 
4.  Master Plan Update - Carol Maise (Attachment 4) 
 
5.  Next Meeting - TBD   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86895435052
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=11895963&pageId=13505469#pc
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=11895963&pageId=13505469#pc
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June 22, 2020 
 
 
Planning Commission 
City of Northville, Michigan 
Commission Members 
 
Re: 150 / 156 North Center Street 
 Northville, Michigan 
 HDC Conceptual Review 
 
 
Dear Commission Members: 
 
We are very excited to be presenting to you at your next Planning Commission meeting to further our 
discussion of the proposed project and, hopefully, obtain your approval of the final site plan.  We are 
providing the following information to address a few of the comments from the review letter provided by 
Sally Elmiger of Carlisle Wortman, dated May 28, 2020. 
 

1. Hours of operation for the proposed restaurant: 
We have provided this information on the project cover sheet. 

2. How will trash be handled? 
All trash will be placed in the existing receptacles located in the parking lot, currently used 
by the existing building tenants and maintained by the DDA. 

3. Consider ways to add more pedestrian amenities: 
We have added bicycle racks and benches to the proposed site plan, all of which will be 
per the DDA’s guidelines and coordinated with them for final design and placement.  

4. Combine units 3 and 4 to create a unit of adequate size or obtain a variance. 
We have combined the units into a single unit.  

5. Provide photometric for exterior lighting: 
We have provided a site photometric showing the footcandles along the property line for 
the proposed building mounted accent lights.  A cut sheet of the lights has been provided 
as well.  

 
Additionally, per the review letter and our discussion at the June 1 planning commission meeting there 
was a great deal of discussion regarding the loading zone proposed location, and the parking 
requirements for the project.  We have submitted the final drawings with the loading zone located in the 
rear of the building, where the current loading area is for the Tuscan building.  However, it is the intentions 
of the project developer to work with the City of Northville and the Downtown Development Authority to 
work through the existing parking drive lane and loading areas behind the project, and the adjacent 
buildings.  The DDA’s Parking Committee has met and has begun discussions about creating a one-way 
in scenario at the existing parking lot access on Dunlap Street.  This will create an open lane along the 
rear of the buildings that can be used for loading and unloading, and after certain hours of the day can 
be used for parking by changing the use of the lane to new parking spaces, which could be up to (3) 
spaces behind the proposed new building alone.  The following image is an illustration for the concept: 
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Additionally we are still proposing to provide (2) on-street parking spaces on Dunlap Street in front of the 
new building.  As such, with the project requesting 10.8 parking credits for the residential uses it should be 
understood that the developer is also working to create new parking spaces for the city, even though 
they cannot be used specifically for their project, and to assist them in finding solutions for the existing 
loading/unloading and parking lot traffic congestion.  We hope this effort is viewed favorably.   
 
We hope this information, along with the submitted drawings, helps better your understanding of the 
project.  We will prepare a full presentation for the meeting and truly look forward to our discussion and 
to the potential this project has for the City of Northville! 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Robert E Miller, aia   Greg Presley 
Principal    Principal 
M Architects    Presley Architecture 
 
 
 
 
 



UMT-31396
Matrix 1 Surface

Ligman Lighting USA reserves the right to change speci�cations without prior notice, please contact factory for latest information.  Due to the continual improvements in LED technology data and components may change without notice. 

7144 NE Progress Ct
Hillsboro.Oregon 97124

Aluminum 
Less than 0.1% copper content – Marine 
Grade 6060 extruded & LM6 Aluminum High 
Pressure die casting provides excellent 
mechanical strength , clean detailed product 
lines and excellent heat dissipation. 

Pre paint
8 step degrease and phosphate process that 
includes deoxidizing and etching as well as a 
zinc and nickel phosphate process before 
product painting.

Memory Retentive -Silicon Gasket
Provided with special injection molded “fit for 
purpose” long life high temperature memory 
retentive silicon gaskets. Maintains the 
gaskets exact profile and seal over years of 
use and compression.

Thermal management
LM6 Aluminum is used for its excellent 
mechanical strength and thermal dissipation 
properties in low and high ambient 
temperatures. The superior thermal heat 
sink design by Ligman used in conjunction 
with the driver, controls thermals below 
critical temperature range to ensure 
maximum luminous flux output, as well as 
providing long LED service life and ensuring 
less than 10% lumen depreciation at 50,000 
hours.  

Surge Suppression
Standard 10kv surge suppressor provided 
with all fixtures.

BUG Rating
B1 - U3 - G0

Finishing 
All Ligman products go through an extensive 
finishing process that includes fettling to 
improve paint adherence.

Paint
UV Stabilized 4.9Mil thick powder coat paint 
and baked at 200 Deg C.
This process ensures that Ligman products 
can withstand harsh environments.
Rated for use in natatoriums. 

Hardware
Provided Hardware is Marine grade 316 
Stainless steel.

Anti Seize Screw Holes
Tapped holes are infused with a special anti 
seize compound designed to prevent seizure 
of threaded connections, due to electrolysis 
from heat, corrosive atmospheres and 
moisture.

Crystal Clear Low Iron Glass Lens
Provided with tempered, impact resistant 
crystal clear low iron glass ensuring no green 
glass tinge. 

Optics & LED
Precise optic design provides exceptional 
light control and precise distribution of light. 
LED CRI > 80 

Lumen - Maintenance Life
L80 /B10 at 50,000 hours (This means that at 
least 90% of the LED still achieve 80% of their 
original flux)

LIGHTING USA

Construction

T:503.645.0500
F:503.645.8100

www. l igmanl ight ingusa .com

Square surface wall-mounted architectural 
lighting range. Family of lighting effects sanc-
tioning imagination and inspiration to reign in 
designs.

A small profile wall mounted compact cubic 
luminaire with up and  downward light distribu-
tions. The Matrix is designed with five light distri-
bution options, namely narrow, medium, wide, very 
wide and spike. 

The Matrix uses high efficiency, long life LEDs and 
is designed to illuminate the wall and surfaces in 
front of the wall, as well as light accents on vertical 
and horizontal surfaces. The Matrix is suitable for 
indoor and outdoor applications. 

This luminaire is available with decorative spikes 
and can be used with various combinations of light 
distribution optics. 

This luminaire can be mounted at different angles 
to produce interesting decorative lighting effects 
on the side of the building facade. 
The standard Matrix is designed to mount over a 3” 
octagonal j-box, a 4“ j-box cover plate is available 
upon request. 

Matrix Product Family

UMT-31416UMT-31406

UMT-31398

UMT-31428UMT-31427

UMT-31407

Mounting Detail

UMT-31397

UMT-31426

6.3”

6.3”

7”

4.7”6.3”
2.8”

2.3” 1”

Ø.23”

2.3”

3.5”

4.4”

7”

6.3”

6/14w COB 1128 Lumens Down, 80 Lumens Up

IP65 • Suitable For Wet Locations

IK07 • Impact Resistant 

Weight 4.6 lbs

REM Design
Rectangle
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DASHED LINES OF
AWNING ABOVE
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SITE ELECTRICAL LIGHTING SCHEDULE

QTY. TYPE MANUFACTURER MODEL FIXTURE NOTESTYPE INPUT
WATTAGE

E1 INGROUND GUIDE LIGHT 36.0 W7 LIGMAN MASK MOUNT IN CONCRETE SIDEWALKUMK 60685 6w LED W40 05 120 DIM

NOTE: EC TO VERIFY QUANTITIES PRIOR TO ORDERING

= DIRECTION
OF LIGHT

EXTERIOR LIGHT FIXTURE E1
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GRASS; 2 GALLON
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BARK MULCH IN PLANTING BED
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1
3/16" = 1'-0"
EXISTING WEST ELEVATION
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3/16" = 1'-0"
EXISTING NORTH ELEVATION

A301
3

3/16" = 1'-0"
EXISTING EAST ELEVATION

PORTION OF EXISTING BUILDING TO BE REMOVED

EXISTING BUILDING TO BE REMOVED

EXISTING BUILDING TO BE REMOVED

DUNLAP STREET

NORTH CENTER STREET

DUNLAP STREET

PARKING LOT
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PROPOSED EXTERIOR
ELEVATIONS

A302

A302
1

1/4" = 1'-0"
PROPOSED WEST ELEVATION

T.O. PARAPET
39'-4"

SPANDREL PANEL

FABRIC AWNING

STONE CAP / PARAPET

BRICK RELIEF

ALUMINUM PARAPET

NEW PARAPET BUILT OVER
EXISTING TO EXTEND
INTERIOR CEILING HEIGHT

EXISTING WINDOW OPENINGS
TO BE EXTENDED VERTICALLY
TO ENHANCE PROPORTIONS
AND INCREASE USABILITY OF
WINDOWS

GLASS RAILING WITH
TRANSLUCENT FINISH

BRICK 1: GLEN-GERY BRICK TOLEDO GREY S75 MODULAR
GROUT 1: SOLOMON DEEP BROWN 37X

BRICK 2: GLEN-GERY OYSTER GREY SIS56 MODULAR
GROUT 2: SOLOMON LIGHT BUFF 10X

ENGINEERED WOOD 1: SIMILAR TO TRESPA METEON SLATE WOOD NW22/ST

ENGINEERED WOOD 2: SIMILAR TO TRESPA METEON HARMONY OAK NW03

PAINT 1: SHERWIN WILLIAMS:  SW7599 BRICK PAVER

PAINT 2: SHERWIN WILLIAMS:  SW6105 DIVINE WHITE

FABRIC AWNING: MATCH PAINT 1

ALUMINUM COPING 1: SIMILAR TO PAC-CLAD: MATTE BLACK

ALUMINUM COPING 2: SIMILAR TO SHERWIN WILLIAMS: SW9091 HALF-CAFF

WINDOW FRAMES: ANODIZED BLACK

ALUMINUM COPING

STAGGERED BRICK CORNICE DETAIL
WITH BRICK COLORS 1 AND 2

LIMESTONE PILASTER

1st FLOOR
0'-0"

2nd FLOOR
13'-6"

3rd FLOOR
24'-0"

T.O. TOWER
41'-6"

MAXIMUM
ALLOWABLE HEIGHT

42'-0"

STONE SILL

BLACK METAL RAILING

18" Ø BRICK RELIEF WITH
BRICK ROWLOCK SURROUND

12
'-0

"
9'-

0"
9'-

0"

ROOF DECK
34'-6"

EXISTING 2-STORY BUILDING TO REMAIN

NOT TO SCALE
MATERIAL LEGEND
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2'-

01 2"
5'-

51 2"
1'-

6"
8"

2'-
01 2"

5'-
51 2"

1'-
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31 2"
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"
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3'-
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2'-
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2'-
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1'-

6"
4"

2'-
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BRICK SOLDIER COURSE

STONE SILL

3'-10"

BRICK SOLDIER COURSE

4" HORIZONTAL ENGINEERED
WOOD SIDING

4" HORIZONTAL ENGINEERED
WOOD SIDING

8"
6'-

0"
4"

6"
1'-

0"

STONE ACCENT

BRICK SOLDIER COURSE

STONE ACCENT

ENGINEERED WOOD TRIM

BRICK RELIEF

BRICK RELIEF

STONE SILL

BRICK SOLDIER COURSE

2'-
9"EXISTING BUILDING

DATE MARKER

1'-6"

EXISTING DOOR TO BE REPLACED
WITH NEW WOOD DOOR WITH FULL,
CLEAR GLASS LITE; PAINTED P1

6'-
3"

 N
EW

 H
EI

GH
T

4" HORIZONTAL ENGINEERED
WOOD SIDING

METAL COPING

2'-
8"

NEW FABRIC AWNING

EXISTING STOREFRONT
TO REMAIN

EXISTING BRICK TO
BE PAINTED P2

PARAPET BEYOND

VERTICAL CIRCULATION
TOWER BEYOND

CLEAR GLASS IN BLACK
ALUMINUM FRAME - TYPICAL

CLEAR GLASS IN BLACK
ALUMINUM FRAME - TYPICAL

13
'-6

"
10

'-6
"

10
'-6

"

1'-
6"

1'-
6"

1'-
6"

BLACK METAL RAILING

T.O. ROOF
35'-0"
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24'-0"
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0"

STONE ACCENT
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STONE CAP / PARAPET

BRICK RELIEF

ALUMINUM PARAPET
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STONE SILL
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BRICK 1: GLEN-GERY BRICK TOLEDO GREY S75 MODULAR
GROUT 1: SOLOMON DEEP BROWN 37X

BRICK 2: GLEN-GERY OYSTER GREY SIS56 MODULAR
GROUT 2: SOLOMON LIGHT BUFF 10X

ENGINEERED WOOD 1: SIMILAR TO TRESPA METEON SLATE WOOD NW22/ST

ENGINEERED WOOD 2: SIMILAR TO TRESPA METEON HARMONY OAK NW03

PAINT 1: SHERWIN WILLIAMS:  SW7599 BRICK PAVER

PAINT 2: SHERWIN WILLIAMS:  SW6105 DIVINE WHITE

FABRIC AWNING: MATCH PAINT 1

ALUMINUM COPING 1: SIMILAR TO PAC-CLAD: MATTE BLACK

ALUMINUM COPING 2: SIMILAR TO SHERWIN WILLIAMS: SW9091 HALF-CAFF

WINDOW FRAMES: ANODIZED BLACK
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Act No. 124 
Public Acts of 2020 

Approved by the Governor 
July 1, 2020 

Filed with the Secretary of State 
July 1, 2020 

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2020 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

100TH LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2020 

Introduced by Reps. Webber, Sabo, Steven Johnson, Bollin, Slagh, Rendon, Paquette, Crawford, 
Hall, Huizenga, Kahle, Lightner, Meerman, Hood, Elder, Leutheuser and Reilly 

ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 5781 
AN ACT to amend 1998 PA 58, entitled “An act to create a commission for the control of the alcoholic beverage 

traffic within this state, and to prescribe its powers, duties, and limitations; to provide for powers and duties for 

certain state departments and agencies; to impose certain taxes for certain purposes; to provide for the control of 

the alcoholic liquor traffic within this state and to provide for the power to establish state liquor stores; to prohibit 

the use of certain devices for the dispensing of alcoholic vapor; to provide for the care and treatment of alcoholics; 

to provide for the incorporation of farmer cooperative wineries and the granting of certain rights and privileges 

to those cooperatives; to provide for the licensing and taxation of activities regulated under this act and the 

disposition of the money received under this act; to prescribe liability for retail licensees under certain 

circumstances and to require security for that liability; to provide procedures, defenses, and remedies regarding 

violations of this act; to provide for the enforcement and to prescribe penalties for violations of this act; to provide 

for allocation of certain funds for certain purposes; to provide for the confiscation and disposition of property 

seized under this act; to provide referenda under certain circumstances; and to repeal acts and parts of acts,” by 

amending section 1021 (MCL 436.2021), as amended by 2013 PA 235, and by adding section 551. 

The People of the State of Michigan enact: 

Sec. 551. (1) The governing body of a local governmental unit may designate a social district that contains a 

commons area that may be used by qualified licensees that obtain a social district permit. A governing body of a 

local governmental unit shall not designate a social district that would close a road unless the governing body 

receives prior approval from the road authority with jurisdiction over the road. If the governing body of a local 

governmental unit designates a social district that contains a commons area under this section, the governing 

body must define and clearly mark the commons area with signs. The governing body shall establish local 

management and maintenance plans, including, but not limited to, hours of operation, for a commons area and 

submit those plans to the commission. The governing body shall maintain the commons area in a manner that 

protects the health and safety of the community. Subject to this subsection, the governing body may revoke the 

designation if it determines that the commons area threatens the health, safety, or welfare of the public or has 

become a public nuisance. Before revoking the designation, the governing body must hold at least 1 public hearing 

on the proposed revocation. The governing body shall give notice as required under the open meetings act, 1976 

PA 267, MCL 15.261 to 15.275, of the time and place of the public hearing before the public hearing. The governing 

body shall file the designation or the revocation of the designation with the commission. As used in this subsection: 

(a) “Local road agency” means a county road commission or designated county road agency or city or village

that is responsible for the construction or maintenance of public roads within this state. 

(b) “Road authority” means a local road agency or the state transportation department.
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(2) Subject to subsection (3), the holder of a social district permit may sell alcoholic liquor for consumption 

within the confines of a commons area if both of the following requirements are met: 

(a) The holder of the social district permit only sells and serves alcoholic liquor on the holder’s licensed 

premises. 

(b) The holder of the social district permit only serves alcoholic liquor to be consumed in the commons area in 

a container to which all of the following apply: 

(i) The container prominently displays the social district permittee’s trade name or logo or some other mark 

that is unique to the social district permittee under the social district permittee’s on-premises license. 

(ii) The container prominently displays a logo or some other mark that is unique to the commons area. 

(iii) The container is not glass. 

(iv) The container has a liquid capacity that does not exceed 16 ounces. 

(3) If the commission issues a special license to a special licensee located in a social district, the holder of a 

social district permit shall not sell and serve alcoholic liquor under subsection (2) during the effective period of 

the special license. 

(4) A purchaser may remove a container of alcoholic liquor sold by a holder of a social district permit under 

subsection (2) from the social district permittee’s licensed premises if both of the following conditions are met: 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (b), the purchaser does not remove the container from the 

commons area. 

(b) While possessing the container, the purchaser does not enter the licensed premises of a social district 

permittee other than the social district permittee from which the purchaser purchased the container. 

(5) The consumption of alcoholic liquor from a container described in subsection (2)(b) in the commons area as 

allowed under this section may only occur during the legal hours for the sale of alcoholic liquor by the social 

district permittee.  

(6)  A qualified licensee whose licensed premises is shared by and contiguous to a commons area in a social 

district designated by the governing body of a local governmental unit under this section may obtain from the 

commission an annual social district permit as provided in this section. The social district permit must be issued 

for the same period and may be renewed in the same manner as the license held by the applicant. The commission 

shall develop an application for a social district permit and shall charge a fee of $250.00 for a social district permit. 

An application for a social district permit must be approved by the governing body of the local governmental unit 

in which the applicant’s place of business is located before the application is submitted to the commission and 

before the permit is granted by the commission. The $250.00 permit fee under this subsection must be deposited 

into the liquor control enforcement and license investigation revolving fund under section 543(9).   

(7) This section does not apply after December 31, 2024. 

(8) As used in this section:  

(a) “Commons area” means an area within a social district clearly designated and clearly marked by the 

governing body of the local governmental unit that is shared by and contiguous to the premises of at least 2 other 

qualified licensees. Commons area does not include the licensed premises of any qualified licensee. 

(b) “Local governmental unit” means a city, township, village, or charter authority. 

(c) “Qualified licensee” means any of the following: 

(i) A retailer that holds a license, other than a special license, to sell alcoholic liquor for consumption on the 

licensed premises. 

(ii) A manufacturer with an on-premises tasting room permit issued under section 536. 

(iii) A manufacturer that holds an off-premises tasting room license issued under section 536.  

(iv) A manufacturer that holds a joint off-premises tasting room license issued under section 536. 

 

Sec. 1021. (1) The commission shall not require a licensee to sell or serve food to a purchaser of alcoholic liquor. 

The commission shall not require a class A hotel or class B hotel to provide food services to registered guests or 

to the public. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided in section 551 and subsection (3), a purchaser shall not remove alcoholic 

liquor sold by a vendor for consumption on the premises from those premises. 

(3) A vendor licensed to sell wine on the premises may allow an individual who has purchased a meal and who 

has purchased and partially consumed a bottle of wine with the meal, to remove the partially consumed bottle 

from the premises on departure. This subsection does not allow the removal of any additional unopened bottles of 

wine unless the vendor is licensed as a specially designated merchant. The licensee or the licensee’s clerk, agent, 

or employee shall cap the bottle or reinsert a cork so that the top of the cork is level with the lip of the bottle. The 
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transportation or possession of the partially consumed bottle of wine shall be in compliance with section 624a of 

the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.624a. 

(4) This act and rules promulgated under this act do not prevent a class A or B hotel designed to attract and 

accommodate tourists and visitors in a resort area from allowing its invitees or guests to possess or consume, or 

both, on or about its premises alcoholic liquor purchased by the invitee or guest from an off-premises retailer and 

does not prevent a guest or invitee from entering and exiting the licensed premises with alcoholic liquor purchased 

from an off-premises retailer. 

(5) Notwithstanding section 901(6), an on-premises licensee may, in a manner as determined by that licensee, 

allow for the consumption of wine that is produced by a wine maker, a small wine maker, or an out-of-state entity 

that is the substantial equivalent of a wine maker or small wine maker and that is brought into the licensed 

premises in its original sealed container by a consumer who is not prohibited under this act from possessing wine. 

The licensee shall not allow the consumer to remove a partially consumed bottle of wine brought by the consumer 

unless the licensee or the licensee’s clerk, agent, or employee caps the bottle or reinserts the cork so that the top 

of the cork is level with the lip of the bottle. The licensee may charge a corkage fee for each bottle of wine brought 

by the consumer and opened on the premises by the licensee or the licensee’s clerk, agent, or employee. This 

subsection does not exempt the licensee or the consumer from any other applicable requirements, responsibilities, 

or sanctions imposed under this act. 

 

Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless all of the following bills of the 

100th Legislature are enacted into law: 

(a) Senate Bill No. 942. 

(b) House Bill No. 5811. 

 

This act is ordered to take immediate effect. 

 

Clerk of the House of Representatives 

 

Secretary of the Senate 

Approved___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

Governor 



~ Council Communications ~ 
To: Northville City Council    

From: Lori M. Ward, DDA Director 

Date: July 20, 2020 

Re: Social District    

Background: 
On July 1, 2020 Governor Whitmer signed into law the HB 5781 – the Social District legislation 
(Attachment A). The new law is designed to provide some relief to Michigan’s food service 
industry, which like so many sectors of the economy has been devastated by the pandemic and 
continues to face challenges with managing safety and financial stability while opening for 
service.  The new law would allow a municipality to establish a “Social District” that would 
provide licensed permit holders the ability to obtain a permit to sell alcohol to customers for 
consumption in the commons area of a social district.  

The DDA has been participating in zoom meetings on the new 
law, and speaking with colleagues around the state to determine 
how other cities intend to implement the law locally. Wayne 
County has prepared a presentation on social districts that was 
disseminated to all of the Wayne County communities 
(Attachment B).  Because this is a new law, there are no local 
examples of best practices. However, the state of Ohio has a 
program that is very similar to the Social District called the 
Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA). Several dozen 
Ohio cities have established a DORA since the program was 
implemented in 2015 and information on how these programs 
were established and the lessons that they have learned has been 
helpful when discussing the development of a plan for Northville.   

Downtown restaurants already participating in the Reopening Plan 
with expanded outdoor seating have expressed interest in the 
establishment of a social district. Several of the restaurants have 
applied for additional outdoor bar licenses; others have expressed 
an interest in selling street food or providing live music. The 
establishment of the social district will provide the restaurant 
owners the ability to serve a drink that could be consumed in the 
commons area while waiting for a table or taking a drink to go 
after the meal to help turn tables over more quickly. Additional 
tables and chairs could be added to the areas currently closed to traffic to provide additional 
seating that is spread out and socially distanced.  

Attachment 3
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The process to establish a Social District in Northville requires several steps. First, the Northville 
City Council would approve the establishment of a social district, commons area within the 
social district where alcohol can be consumed, and a management and maintenance plan for the 
district. The management plan would provide information on the hours of operation, 
responsibilities of each participating entity, signage and communications. The maintenance plan 
would provide information on how the City of Northville/DDA will maintain the commons area 
in a way that protects the safety and health of the community. Second, the City of Northville 
would submit an application to the Michigan Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) to establish a 
social district and commons area (Attachment C).   Third, once the City’s application is approved 
by the MLCC, qualified licensees may then apply to the MLCC for a social district permit to sell 
alcohol on the license holder’s licensed premises for consumption in an established commons 
area (Attachment D). At least 2 qualified licensees must have their licensed premises contiguous 
to the commons area.  

 
Analysis:  
These past few months as the social district legislation was being deliberated in Lansing, DDA 
staff began to discuss with local business owner and City staff, how the establishment of a social 
district might be utilized as an economic development tool and benefit the community.  A 
meeting was held in early July with several city staff members to discuss the impact of 
implementing the law locally. Each staff member provided a unique perspective on how the 
establishment of a social district would impact the safety, health, and welfare of the community. 
Many of the issues regarding the maintenance of the area were already discussed and remedied 
when the City approved the Reopening Plan for Downtown earlier this summer. The main issue 
that was identified specific to the establishment of a social district was how the City and DDA 
would monitor or patrol the commons are to ensure that alcohol does not leave the delineated 
area.  The new law does not contain any language requiring additional enforcement of the 
commons area and leaves the responsibility up to the local municipality to determine the level, if 
any, of additional support needed.  In the past, additional security has been required when 
alcohol is served at a special event where there are thousands of people present. While a special 
event application was submitted to accommodate the Reopening Downtown Plan, the expanded 
outdoor dining areas are not drawing thousands of people, in fact they are drawing less than a 
normal day of operations in a non-Covid 19 year due to reduced capacity and social distancing 

requirements mandated by the State.  
 
In a zoom meeting on July 9th, Sullivan and Ward spoke to 
Craig Manser of MMRMA, the City’s municipal risk 
managers to determine what, if any, additional insurance 
would be required. Manser stated that the City already has 
coverage for alcohol related claims. In addition, Manser was 
confirmed that the insurance purchased by the DDA for the 
Reopening Downtown special event scheduled through 
October would be sufficient. Manser also stated that he did 
not think security was necessary if the City posted the 

boundaries of the commons area sufficiently. The new law requires the commons area to be 
clearly identified through signage.  
 



While the DDA Board is recommending the use of signage and already scheduled police patrol 
to monitor the commons area, included in this Communications is a table showing the cost of 
various options utilizing private security prepared by Councilmember Moroski-Browne 
(Attachment E). The table shows the cost of utilizing 1 – 10 security guards for 5 hours a day and 
for a range of days per week.   
 
Budget:  
The DDA has spent roughly $25,000 on items that were required in response to the reopening 
plan for Downtown Northville. These items include hiring additional seasonal staff, the purchase 
of additional tables, chairs, umbrellas for Old Church Square, purchase of additional trash 
receptacles, signage, event insurance, and music for the district (Attachment F).  
 
Recommendation:  
At the DDA’s July Board of Directors meeting the DDA Board discussed the establishment of a 
social district for Northville and voted unanimously to recommend that the Northville City 
Council establish a social district and move forward with development of an application to 
submit to the MLCC. In addition, the DDA Board voted to recommend that enforcement of the 
boundaries of the social district and commons area be achieved through a signage program 
notifying patrons when they are leaving the commons area and Police Department personnel 
already scheduled on patrol. The DDA urged the City Council to review this policy of 
enforcement frequently to determine if changes need to be made or additional enforcement 
added.  
 
Recommended Motion:  
Motion to support the establishment of a social district for Downtown Northville and request that 
the DDA return to the City Council with an MLCC Social District Application which includes a 
maintenance and management plan for the district utilizing signage and on duty Police officers to 
enforce the district boundaries.   

 



City of Northville 
Master Plan 
Review/Revision
9th Update from the 
Subcommittee on Public Engagement
July 21, 2020 (Virtual Meeting)

Attachment 4



Charge to the Subcommittee
• May review all aspects of public input regarding the 
amendments to the City’s Master Plan, including 
surveys, workshops, focus groups, and similar events or 
techniques

• May meet with the City’s planning consultant
• Advisory capacity only; no decision-making authority  
• Shall provide its written recommendation to the full 
Planning Commission which reserves the right to 
accept, reject, or modify any of the recommendations



Subcommittee Members
• Commissioner Thomas Barry
• Commissioner Jeffrey Gaines
• Commissioner Andrew Krenz
• Commissioner Donna Tinberg



Public Engagement 
Process
Updates since 6/16/2020



Phase 1:
Informational 

Seminars
• Online video format

Phase 2:
Public Input

• Survey #1
• Open House(s) 

• Survey #2 Phase 3:
Preliminary 

Planning 
• Review input

• Draft language

Phase 4:
Implementation

• Finalize language 
• City Council sends 

draft to neighboring 
communities 

• Formal public hearing
Target:  November-December

Target:  September-October

Target:  May-June

Target:  June-September



Recent Subcommittee Activities
• Survey #1 
Email blasts in the week of 7/13/20 should reach 
more than 3000 inboxes
Posts on Facebook, Next Door
Highlighted in City News
 Survey closing 7/31/20

• Community Visioning Activities in August
• Survey #2 will follow



Anticipated Ongoing 
Subcommittee Work
• Continue to work with City Manager and Planning 
Consultant regarding:
Community Visioning activity
 Survey #1 conclusion and results
 Survey #2 development
Ongoing impact of public health situation on this 
process

• Updates to be provided to the Planning 
Commission at regular meetings

• Public comment opportunity at every PC meeting



Comments/Questions/Feedback 
from the
Planning Commission
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